CHAP. xvi.   DIPLOMACY RESPECTIKG CENTRAL ASIA.         371

ment, which were granted by Lord Mayo. Eesort was had to
arbitration, whereby a part of the disputed territory was
adjudged to Persia, while the rest remained in Afghanistan.
The final adjudication was not arrived at till after Lord Mayo's
time. Meanwhile the Amir did not seem to appreciate at their
full worth the efforts put forth by the British Government, but
rather to imagine that his just interests were being unduly
sacrificed.

The Muhammadan chief who . had overthrown Chinese
authority in Yarkand, and whose overtures were rejected by
John Lawrence, again evinced anxiety for British friendship.
Lord Mayo deemed the time had come for renewing negotia-
tions, and despatched thither a mission under Sir Douglas
Porsyth. The results of the mission proved satisfactory so long
as the Muhammadan power lasted in that region.

So far then Lord Mayo was fortunate in diplomacy
respecting Central Asia. He had seen the Afghan ruler esta-
blished, in independence indeed, but still distinctly in friend-
ship with England. He had made progress in concert with
Eussia toward determining the boundaries of Afghanistan as
being outside the limits of Russian interference. The ambitious
projects of Persia had been checked, and British influence had
been established in Yarkand. The only cloud which hung over
this fair horizon was the design which Eussia was meditating
for the expedition which she afterwards launched against Khiva.

All that was possible at the time for promoting the foreign
interests of India had been done, and Lord Mayo might well
feel at liberty to bend his mind towards the internal adminis-
tration of the empire.

There was yet, however, one external trouble to be en-
countered, for complications of a threatening character arose
on the North-eastern border. The extension of tea-plantations
under European supervision, and the spread of Bengali cultiva-
tion among the naturally fertile and wooded valleys of the hill
ranges on the eastern border of Bengal, had been proceeding
apace for several years- These circumstances excited the un-
reasoning jealousy and cupidity of the tribes inhabiting the
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